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A momentum towards strong property rights to reinforce democratic principles appears in many countries
today. We learn that having a space in our name, taking care of that space, and respecting others’ own
property helps in the development of financial stability, respectful social relations, and strong legal regimes.
Our governments, businesses, and we, as individuals, should help organize boundaries so that everyone in a
community can make family ties, social links, and support a larger legislative entity. 

I want to introduce an example of where the boundaries imposed on a space do not reinforce such results.
In fact, some events in modern political and socio-economic life would suggest that the boundaries have
created more socio-economic stress. From a federally-created border, to the reserve space, to the
subsequent provincially created roads, a certain part of rural Canada has experienced what I see as more
hardship due to borders. I hope to use the story of this space as a tool for appreciating how the process of
colonialism is not only harmful to our Indigenous families, friends, and neighbours. Colonizing functions,
ultimately, still exist and stifle all inhabitants of (what is now) Canada in ways that chip away at whatever form
we think our democracy has today. And by showing how colonialism hurts all of us, we can shift momentum
towards eliminating this tragic quality of Canada’s existence.
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