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Abstract   
The study of human genes has led to a be2er understanding of the human mind, mental health issues, and 
drugs and treatments. It is also lucra9ve, in large part because of the possibility of commercializing 
research inven9ons through patents. There is, therefore, a rela9onship between the study of genes and 
intellectual property rights, par9cularly patents. This thesis explores this rela9onship and a2empts to 
answer whether and how gene patents affect medical research. My work analyzes whether gene patents 
affect medical research using case studies from the United States of America (a developed country) and 
Nigeria (a developing country). As part of this project, I examine whether gene patents affect how medical 
research data is shared within and between developed and developing countries. I also examine whether 
gene patents pose unique challenges to medical research collabora9ons between developing countries 
like Nigeria and developed countries like the USA. 
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