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Message from the Director 

About the Director 

Dr. Liao was appointed Director of the 

Centre for Business Law in August 

2019. She is an Associate Professor at 

the Peter A. Allard School of Law and 

the UBC Sauder Distinguished Scholar 

of the Peter P. Dhillon Centre for 

Business Ethics, UBC Sauder School of 

Business. An award-winning teacher 

and researcher, Dr. Liao is also a 

Principal co-Investigator of the Canada 

Climate Law Initiative and a former 

Bertram Scholar of the Institute of 

Corporate Directors. She obtained her 

PhD/SJD (Joint Degree) from UBC and 

the University of Toronto, specializing 

in corporate law. Prior to academia, 

she was a senior associate in the 

Mergers & Acquisitions Group of 

Shearman & Sterling LLP in New York 

and clerked at the BC Court of Appeal. 

As I reflect on my time as Director of the Centre for 

Business Law, I am proud of our accomplishments 

during the most unusual 2020 year. 

We have reinvigorated a dynamic research centre that 

provides a community of over 3,000 business leaders, 

practitioners, scholars, and students with access to 

legal education and networking events year around. In 

the past 15 months, we have hosted 38 events on a 

wide range of contemporary business topics including 

Indigenous business, cannabis law, pay equity, mining 

governance, climate litigation, access to justice, and 

post-pandemic green recovery, to name a few. 

We have fostered and developed new educational 

programs housed at the Centre, and also established 

our inaugural Student Committee, which hosted its 

first lawyer-student luncheon in March of this year. 

Along with our two very successful experiential 

learning programs and incredible adjunct professors, 

participating organizations, and students, there is a lot 

to celebrate. 

Our sincerest thanks to the Dean's Advisory 

Committee, generous sponsors, individual donors, 

Allard faculty, staff, students, and our business and 

legal community, for a wonderful year. It was a year 

filled with connections in spite of the pandemic, and 

these invaluable connections will continue into 2021. 

Dr. Carol Liao 

Director, Centre for Business Law 
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https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/508/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/621948/the-new-corporation-by-joel-bakan/
https://www.ubcpress.ca/good-governance-in-economic-development#:~:text=Good%20Governance%20in%20Economic%20Development%20critically%20examines%20the%20ways%20in,%2C%20finance%2C%20and%20investment%20regimes.
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/en/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/federal-13/supreme-court-law-review-2nd-series-skusku-cad-6234/details
http://ssrn.com/abstract=3427313
https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/530/
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-101518-042617
https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/518/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3358897
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/en/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/federal-13/extractive-industries-and-human-rights-in-an-era-of-global-justice-new-ways-of-resolving-and-preventing-conflicts--skusku-cad-6722/details
https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/539/
http://www.lorimer.ca/adults/Book/3155/Smart-Cities-in-Canada-Digital-Dreams-Corporate-Designs.html
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-35622-4_5#citeas
http://ubclawreview.ca/issues/vol-52-no-1-january-2019/bethany-hastie-human-rights-and-precarious-workplaces-a-comment-on-british-columbia-human-rights-tribunal-v-schrenk/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3642892
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/en/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/federal-13/taxation-of-business-organizations-in-canada-2nd-edition-skusku-cad-6556/details#:~:text=Taxation%20of%20Business%20Organizations%20in%20Canada%2C%202nd%20Edition%20is%20a,of%20partnerships%2C%20corporations%20and%20shareholders.
http://www.lcs-tcs.com/PDFs/49_1/49_1%20-%20Hastie.pdf
https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/528/


https://wyaj.uwindsor.ca/index.php/wyaj/article/view/6068
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3383572
https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/491/
https://www.bu.edu/jostl/files/2019/04/3.-Matsui.pdf
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/en/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/federal-13/trusts-in-commonlaw-canada-3rd-edition-skusku-cad-6250/details
https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/ohlj/vol56/iss2/5/
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/handbook-on-human-rights-in-china-9781786433671.html
https://commons.allard.ubc.ca/fac_pubs/531/
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/transnational-business-governance-interactions-9781788114721.html
https://academic.oup.com/ejil/article-abstract/30/2/635/5536731
https://digitalcommons.wpi.edu/oa/vol9/iss2/5
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/intvcy28&div=22&id=&page=
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/predatory-lending-and-the-destruction-of-the-africanamerican-dream/F200AC93BC9D8E3D585D2EDF0EB2DA52
https://store.thomsonreuters.ca/en-ca/pdp/annual-review-of-insolvency-law-2019-print--proview/30845212
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3389593
https://store.thomsonreuters.ca/en-ca/pdp/the-2020-annotated-bankruptcy-and-insolvency-act-print--proview/30845026
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/en/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/federal-13/introduction-to-contracts-4th-edition-skusku-cad-00559/details
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