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Welcome

Introductions

Chiara Woods, Allard School of Law
James Leeder, Go Global
Shawnee Monchalin, JD 2019
Alison Burns, JD 2020



Agenda
• What is an exchange?
• Former Exchange Student Experiences
• Why go on exchange? 
• How does it work? 

Eligibility
Tuition
Awards
Transfer Credit

• Research Resources 
• Next Steps 
• Questions – Please raise your hand 
in the Zoom chat



What is exchange?

• Enrol at a leading world 
university

• Law coursework counts 
towards your UBC degree

• Transfer 15 credits per term 
• Pay tuition to UBC and remain 

eligible for loans and awards
• Study law in another country 

and learn about other legal 
systems.  Gain comparative 
knowledge 



Former Law 
Exchange Students

Shawnee Monchalin
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Israel

Alison Burns
Universität Bern, Switzerland



Law Eligibility Requirements 
• You must have at least a 70% average to 
apply and to go on exchange

• Some partner universities have higher GPA 
requirements (e.g. Hong Kong University)

• All offers conditional on April grades

• Need to be a student in good standing

• Can attend for one term or one year in 

either your second or third year

• Must complete required courses at UBC (e.g. 

Admin, Ethics, Jurisprudence, Seminar, 

Experiential Requirement)



Law Specific Requirements 

• Must complete the equivalent of 15 UBC credits/term 
(even if less is needed to graduate)

• Marks for exchange courses are not factored 
into your UBC GPA (but may be requested by 
future employers or academic institutions) 

• No credit will be given for non-Law or language 
classes

• Credit conversions are located on each Partner 
University page on the Go Global website

• Courses taken on exchange MUST be sufficiently 
different than courses you’ve taken at Allard 
(can check with Manager, Student Experience)

• Students who complete their exchange during their final 
semester of law school (Term 2 of 3L) will graduate in 
November rather than May but may be able to start 
articling prior to November graduation upon receipt of an 
official transcript from your exchange university

• Note: Students articling in BC, who participate in a Term 2 
exchange in 3L, should plan to commence articles no earlier 
than mid-late summer (depending on the exchange school). 
You will not be able to commence articles in May or participate 
in May PLTC. Barring exceptional circumstances, you should 
be able to commence articles/PLTC in September.



Choosing a Partner University 
Ask Yourself

• How will an exchange benefit your legal 
studies or future legal career?

• What aspects of law interest you most
and which university is best suited to 
satisfy those interests? 

• Is there a country or legal system that 
you would like to visit or study?

• Research the universities to learn about 
their strengths and unique programs:   
via Go Global website; the partner 
university’s website; former law 
exchange students (contact information 
available, please email Chiara Woods)



Choosing a Partner University

Consider Timing & Term Dates

• For Term 1 exchanges, need to be 
back at UBC for start of term in 
January

• Consider term end dates and 
whether there will be delays in 
getting a final transcript (can affect 
start of articling)

• Will an exchange impact your 
summer, articling, or clerking search 
or your employment?

• Meet with the Career Services Office 
re: the timing of your term away



Resources: Partner Pages 



Resources: Personal Reports 



Where can you study? Options include:

Asia: Hong Kong, Singapore, Beijing, Taipei, 
Tokyo, Israel

Australia/New Zealand: Melbourne, Sydney, 
Perth, Brisbane, Auckland, Dunedin

Continental Europe: Leiden & Maastricht 
(Netherlands), Lyon (France), Bern 
(Switzerland), Rome (Italy)

Scandinavia: Copenhagen

UK/Ireland:  Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Nottingham, Durham, Belfast 

Canada:  Montreal (McGill)



Funding and Awards 



Important Dates

December 15, 2020
Term 1, Term 2, Full Year 2021-22



Next Steps 

• Research our website 
www.students.ubc.ca/global

• Review Law’s website for Law 
specific requirements: 
http://www.allard.ubc.ca/exc
hange-opportunities

• Come to a drop-in session

• Apply! 

http://www.students.ubc.ca/global
http://www.allard.ubc.ca/exchange-opportunities


Next Steps 

• Application Process

• Application Fee $415.00

• Supporting Documents



Contacts & Resources

• Go Global
• https://students.ubc.ca/about-

student-services/go-global

• Manager, Student Experience:
Chiara Woods
woods@allard.ubc.ca

• Other students – see Law 
Contact Info Handout (available 
from Chiara)

https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/go-global
mailto:woods@allard.ubc.ca


Questions?  


