
 

Some scholars of what is conventionally called the Chinese legal system believe that 

it is so different from Western legal systems that it should not be analyzed using the 

same terms, and perhaps should not be called a “legal system”. Other scholars 

critique this view on the grounds that it is ethnocentric and Orientalist. I critique 

the critique on the grounds that it methodologically excludes even the possibility of 

finding China (or anywhere) to be genuinely different, and thus blinds us to the 

possibility of radically different ways of organizing society. 
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DONALD C CLARKE BA MSC JD 

David Weaver Research Professor of Law. The George Washington 

University Law School. 

Donald C. Clarke, a specialist in Chinese law, joined the law 

school faculty in spring 2005 after teaching at the University 

of Washington School of Law in Seattle and the School of 

Oriental and African Studies at the University of London, as 

well as practicing for three years at a major international 

firm with a large China practice. 

He is fluent in Mandarin Chinese, and has published 

extensively in journals such as the China Quarterly and 

American Journal of Comparative Law on subjects ranging 

from Chinese criminal law and procedure to corporate 

governance. His recent research has focused on Chinese legal institutions and the 

legal issues presented by China’s economic reforms.  

In addition to his academic work on Chinese law, Professor Clarke founded and 

maintains Chinalaw (formerly Chinese Law Net), the leading Internet listserv on 

Chinese law, writes the Chinese Law Prof Blog, is a co-editor of Asian Law 

Abstracts on the Social Science Research Network, and has often served as an 

expert witness on matters of Chinese law. Professor Clarke also speaks and reads 

Japanese and has published translations of Japanese legal scholarship in Law in Japan.  

He is a member of the New York Bar and the Council on Foreign Relations. 
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