
 

 
 
 
What are the stated political beliefs of China's unelected officials?  Do they align 
with or diverge from the beliefs of the citizens they serve? We study these 
questions in an original survey of over two thousand local government officials 
in China, focusing on their beliefs about the economy and the role of law. The 
median respondent expresses support for ‘law-abiding interventionism’—in 
which the government is both deeply involved in markets and constrained by 
law. Yet the median view is not a consensus. Principal component analyses show 
that disagreements between officials are organized into loosely coherent 
ideologies surrounding support for markets and attachment to legal process. 
Ideology also shows a generational gap among officials: younger officials are 
more supportive of markets and attached to law. Compared to a survey of 
ordinary citizens, officials favor greater state intervention in the economy with 
one noteworthy exception: their opposition to real estate price controls. 
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A light lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to cals@allard.ubc.ca   
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