War and States: China’s Long March
Towards Unity (750 BC – 1911 AD)
Long and deep history is critical for understanding China’s past, present and
future. This talk will focus on one of the most important and unique features in
China political history: the precocious rise of a single unitary empire with
perhaps the world’s first centralized bureaucracy. I trace the evolution of this
process through the construction of a large data base of political ruling regimes
and incidences of warfare time series diﬀeren�ated by types and loca�on
throughout two millennia of Chinese history. I show how state forma�on
impacts the long-term changes in the nature of warfare from inter-state warfare
towards internal rebellion and nomadic-agrarian conﬂicts. I show both the
changing trend of poli�cal uniﬁca�on and fragmenta�on interacted with the
nature of warfare and internal ins�tu�onal, cultural and infrastructural
developments in Chinese history. My talk will examine how the rise of a single
unitary state carries huge implica�ons for our understanding on the poli�cal,
legal and ﬁscal systems of the Chinese state as well as property rights regime
and market structure. I argue that this is a cri�cal factor accoun�ng for the
Great Divergence between China and the West in the early modern era.
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Light lunch will be served. Please RSVP to cals@allard.ubc.ca
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